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88175715 SFUND RECORDS CTR 
Natlon•l Priorities Ust Site 
Hazardous waste site listed under the 2932-oooo1 

' COmprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, ·and Uability Act of 1980 (CERCLAW'Superfuncn 

LI~ID OOLD OIL CX>RP. 
Richncnd, California 

Conditions a"t listing (December 1982): '!be Liquid Gold Oil Corp. Site covers 
17 acres of filled narshland within the City of Ric:hnald, California. Liquid G:>ld 
was registered with the State of California as a "waste oil pickup" l::usiness. It 
purchased used oil and resold it for uses such as fuel, lubtzicating oil, and cilst 
control. Several deteriorating wildings and 27 storage tanks of various sizes 
are on aboot 2 acres. Oily wastes found on the gramd, as well as liquid wastes 
stored in tanks, contain lead, chraniwn, nickel, and phenols. '!be site is within 
1,000 feet of ~e San Francisco Bay and overlies shallow ground water, which has 
no known beneficial uses. 

Status (July 1983): '!be site has been the subject of flUJ'Ierous State enforce
nent actions, and Liquid Gold has ceased qlerations at this location. '!be State 
is worldBJ with the landowner, Southern Pacific Transportation Co., to clean up 
the Liquid G:>ld facility. In May 1983, Soothern Pacific conpleted renDving the 
storage tanks and their contents fran the facility. The State expects to receive 
a clearup plan fran So.lthern Pacific in August 1983. 
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LIQUID GOLD OIL.CO 
1980 

Richmond CA 

SLte was·originally observed in the 1978 NEIC 
Remote Sensing Flyover of the SF Bay Area. Subsequent 
investigations by DOHS in the Fall of 1979 revealed 
on-site disposal and spillage of hazardous chemical 
waste. Facility is operated as an oil storage and 
re-cycl±ng operation. Extensive spillages of oily 
material on the grounds were found to contain heavy 
metals. Pools of liquid have shown PCB concentrations 
as high as 59 ppm. The most recent investigation by 
DOHS showed PCB is entering nearby marshlands from 
runoff from. the pools. 

HMB· reviewed the NEIC study in Jan 1980 and 
selected a limi.ted number of sites for further eval
uation. At that time, further information was re
quested. from DOHS. on these sites. Although the iden
tity was not known· to EPA at· the· time, Liquid Gold 
was one of tha top priority sites HMB had identified. 

Recent communications with ooas· revealed that 
they have issued a clean-up order to Liquid Gold. 
The· faci.li ty has been dragging its feet in responding 
with a plan and DOHS is referring the case to its 
legal dept immediately. 

It. is recommended that SAD conduct an immediate 
inspection of the Liquid Gold Facility to determine 
possible violations of the PCB Ban Regulations. 




